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1

project 1
typography

Publication Project
Spring 2026

Adobe Indesign

 8 x 10 in

For this project, the goal was to create a themed cookbook using grids, typographic

systems, and consistent hierarchies to ensure a polished and reader-friendly experience 

across all the pages. My project combined the aesthetics of a traditional Italian cookbook 

with a Mafia-inspired theme, drawing primarily from the films of Martin Scorsese 

and The Sopranos television series. 
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project 2
graphic design history

Chief Wahoo Zine
Spring 2025

Adobe Indesign

 8.5 x 5.5 in

For this project, the goal was to create a zine that discussed a topic from the history

 of design. I chose to cover the mascot of the former Cleavland Indians, Chief Wahoo and 

the controversy surrounding this inappropriate usage of Native American imagery in sports. 

The zine focuses on how this imagery functioned as a design symbol, the criticism it re-

ceived, and the broader cultural conversation about representation and 

identity in visual design.
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project 3
digital media 2

Portfolio Website
Fall 2025

HTML & CSS

paulnickldesign.com  

For this project, the goal was to design and develop a website consisting of a homepage and 

six pages showcasing graphic design projects. A primary focus was maintaining 

visual and structural consistency across the entire site, which was achieved through the use 

of a persistent header and footer on every page. Additionally, the site incorporates interactive 

elements to enhance usability and engagement, including a dropdown 

navigation menu and hover effects within the portfolio overview section.
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project 4
graphic design 2

Netflix Series Project
Spring 2025

Adobe Photoshop

15 x 27 in

For this project, the goal was to develop a concept for a fictional series on Netflix with a clear 

theme and genre. The project required creating a title of no more than six words, designing 

a title card, and producing two supplementary images such as visuals for the opening credits. 

My series is a horror–mystery centered on a frog serial killer. The overall aesthetic draws 

heavily from Film Noir and classic horror films, using dark tones, dramatic lighting, and 

unsettling imagery to create a tense, eerie atmosphere that 

reflects the series’ disturbing premise. 
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project 5
graphic design 2

Symbols of Resistance Zine
Spring 2025

Adobe Illustrator

11 x 17 in

For this project, the goal was to develop three symbols for a social/environmental/or 

political issue of our choosing. The first part of the project focused on the development of 

the symbols, ensuring they were scalable and original and the second part of the project 

focused on creating the layout of the zine and creating a pattern using our symbols. 
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project 6
graphic design 2

Olympics Branding Project
Spring 2025

Adobe Illustrator

For this group project, the goal was to create the branding for the 2040 Olympic games held 

in Karaj, Iran. This involved researching the culture and visual traditions of Karaj as well as 

past Olympics logos to determine our design direction. Our deliverables included the final 

logo, logo animation, pictograms, posters, and mockups for merchandise, event tickets, and 

athlete passes. In addition to putting together the final presentation and process book, I was 

responsible for designing the final logo and the animation, with the logo taking inspiration 

from tulips’ significance in Iranian culture and the fonts inspired by 

Kufi script give the logo a traditional look. 
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KARAJ
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Karaj Iran 2040

KARAJ

KARAJ
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project 7
digital media 1

Digital Self Portrait
Spring 2025

Adobe Photoshop

11 x 17 in 

For this project, the goal was to create a coherent self-portrait that visually reflects

my interests. Each image reflects something about myself, such as the vinyl that frames the 

image reflects my love of music and the skull reflects my interest in horror. To create a sense 

of unification, I adjusted the curves of all of the images and added filters like Gaussian blur 

and thresholds. I also played around with blending modes to 

give all the images a washed out, spray-painted look.
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project 8
personal project

MGMT Brutalism Poster
Fall 2025

Adobe Photoshop

12.8 x 7.2 in

For this personal project, I wanted to explore Brutalist design while combining it with my 

interest in music. I created a desktop poster for my favorite song, “Time to Pretend” by 

MGMT. The images from the song’s music video alongside stock images reflect the lyrics 

and the song’s strong sense of nostalgia. I also experimented with texture, using scratched 

overlays and threshold filters to create a grunge-inspired aesthetic. These elements help give 

the poster a worn, aged appearance that visually reinforces the themes of fading youth and 

the nostalgic sound present in the song. 
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project 9
typography

Expressive Type Project
Spring 2026

Adobe Illustrator

18 x 24 in

For this work in progress project, the goal was to design a poster based on an object 

you hold significant and use type to visually tell a personal story. My project is based on 

music’s importance in my family, with the first part of the poster being based on an MP3 

player and showing the idea that music is relaxing for me and that my music taste largely 

derives from my parents. The second part is based on an SD card and shows memories of 

songs/bands I heard growing up, with a brain in the middle of the poster split into sections 

and each section is a genre/era of music. Additionally, the poster was supposed to have some 

kind of dimensional aspect and for mine, the SD card slides into the MP3 player in a manner 

similar to a vinyl sleeve. 
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